. In the revised edition (Hitchcock, 1951) it is reported as "spontaneous on roadside banks, Cameron County, Texas." Swallen (1950) says of the grass "It has been cultivated at experiment stations and occurs along roadsides in South Texas."
The spread of silky bluestem, or Queensland bluegrass as it is known in Australia (Hartley et al., 1942) , should excite interest. It is highly regarded as a forage grass in its native country as indicated by White (1934) :
"Bluegrass has an exceptionally high reputation as a fodder among pastoralists. It is usually one of the earliest grasses to shoot in response to spring and early summer rains, but it is not particularly drought resistant. It makes one of the best grass hays possible and as it produces an abundance of seed it is worthy of study by the agrostologist and plant breeder." Breakwell (1915 Breakwell ( , 1923 stated that reasonable rainfall would produce nine months of highly palatable grazing and the grass would recover quickly from use. He commented that the grass stood heavy trampling, made good hay and a good seed crop. McTaggart (1936) and Roe (1940) refer to silky bluestem as one of the better grasses.
Silky bluestem is highly variable in vegetative characters. Smooth, bright-green or dull-blue plants, with but a ring of silky hairs at the nodes, may intermingle with specimens on which the white hairs of the foliage almost obscure the color of the leaves and sheaths (Fig. 2) . Little variation occurs on the seed heads. All are covered densely with silky white hairs which contrast with the deep brown awns of the fertile florets. White (1934) comments on the large number of distinguishable forms of the species in its native habitat. tively in the local area. However, it does occur in the area of Australia from which the seed was collected so it is inferred that this seed was also introduced. The form noted also was not typical of the grass on Texas rangelands. Neither bermudagrass nor rhodesgrass were encountered on any o$ the transects.
As observed in a 50-mile radius of San Antonio, the establishment of silky bluestem is usually limited to fields, but it is not always confined to them. A pasture dominated by an overstory of mesquite (Prosopis juliJEora var. glandulosa) and a dense grass sod of buffalograss (Buchloe dactyloides) and Texas wintergrass has colonies of silky bluestem established along an intermittent stream for approximately one-half mile. The colonies are arranged in narrow wedge with its head closest to the seed source and the edge accordingly lying down-stream. The seed source is an old field adjoining the pasture.
Establishment of Seed
Stockmen aware of the identity of the grass have become interested in silky bluestem because of the good stands on old fields that have become established without recognition or encouragement. Harvesting and planting of the seed were carried on in 1950 and 1951 by some of those ranchers. The abnormal heat and drought of the past few years have caused high seedling mortality and resulted in poor stands. Breakwell (1915) indicates that drought might result in poor stands but that good germination may be secured only by planting in a warm soil.
One field of 11 acres was sown with seed taken from the food caches of the harvest ant (Pogonom yrex barbatus)! The ants stripped the ripe seed from a 3-acre field of silky bluestem immediately prior to harvest time. In fields where it has been accidentally established the grass has become dominant. In the vicinity of San Antonio, Texas, interest has been aroused in the species and seed harvesting and planting have been done by ranchers.
